Ry RAIMONDI COLLEGE

2 Robinson Road
Hong Kong

Tel. 2522 2159
Fax. 2525 6725

2 June 2010

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Stepping Up Precautionary Measures to Prevent the Spread of
Hand, Foot and Mouth disease (HFMD) and Enterovirus 71 (EV71) in School

There are recent increased activities of HFMD and EV71 infection in Hong Kong and the

neighbouring areas including the Guangdong Province and Singapore. HFMD is a viral infection
commonly seen in children. The infection can occur throughout the year but is more commonly
found in summer months from May to July. In this connection, our school will step up
precautionary measures to prevent HFMD outbreak and EV71 infection in school. The following
guidelines are implemented with immediate effect:

We shall keep the school premises clean and maintain good indoor ventilation.

If we notice an increase in HFMD and EV71 cases among our staff or students, we shall notify
the District School Development Section of the Education Bureau as well as the Central
Notification Office for seeking advice on the management of such cases.

Students and school staff should pay heed to the following:
Wash hands properly with liquid soap before meals and after going to toilet.
Cover mouth and nose with handkerchief or tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.

No spitting. Always wrap nasal and mouth discharge with tissue paper, and dispose of the
tissue paper properly in a lidded rubbish bin.

Avoid touching vesicles on hands of other sick children.

Refrain from school if symptoms of HMFD and EV71 infection develop.

It is incumbent upon all of us to prevent the spread of communicable diseases. To safeguard

students’ health, parents are urged to maintain a hygienic household, and co-operate with us by
reminding students to observe personal hygiene and keep the school hygienic. Parents are kindly
requested to take the following measures:

Before sending children to school, measure their body temperature, record the reading and
sign the temperature record sheet, which will be checked by their class teachers every day.
Oral temperature below 37.5 °C (99.5°F) / ear temperature below 38 °C (100.4°F) is
considered within the normal body temperature range.

Inform school immediately if children are sick or have been admitted to hospital for
surveillance.

Do not send children to school if they have symptoms of fever, sore throat and skin rash over
the hands and feet, they should wear a mask and seek medical advice as soon as possible.
Please keep sick children at home until fever has subsided and all vesicles have dried and
crusted.



[ As an extra precaution, children with EV71 infection are advised not to go to school for
another two weeks after all symptoms subsided, since the virus may be excreted in stool for
some weeks and is associated with a higher risk of complications.

e  Cooperate with us by picking up children not feeling well from school and consulting the
doctor immediately.

e  Provide children with handkerchiefs or tissue papers and remind them not to share towels or
tissue papers with others.

e  Remind children not to go to crowded places.

For more information, parents can contact our school for enquiries and visit the website of
CHP at http://www.chp.gov.hk

Thank you for your kind attention and cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

G.W. Au

Principal
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