" RAIMONDI COLLEGE

2 Robinson Road
Hong Kong

Tel. 2522 2159
Fax. 2525 6725

29 April 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians/Staft/Students,

Be vigilant against Swine Influenza

In view of outbreak of human infection of Swine Influenza HIN1 in the North America, the

Serious Response Level under the Government’s Preparedness Plan for Influenza Pandemic was
activated on 26 April 2009. The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health
(DH) alerted the public that Human Swine Influenza may have the chance to be spread in Hong
Kong. In this connection, our school will step up precautionary measures to prevent possible
outbreak of communicable diseases especially influenza. The following guidelines are implemented
with immediate effect:

Under general circumstances, there is no need for school staff and students to wear facemasks
in school. If any students/staff returned from affected place, they should wear a surgical mask
for seven days as a precautionary measure.

We shall keep the school premises clean and maintain good indoor ventilation.

If we notice an increase in respiratory illness or absenteeism among our staff or students, we
shall notify the District School Development Section of the Education Bureau as well as the
Central Notification Office for immediate epidemiological investigations and outbreak
control. :

We have urged the drivers of school buses not to drive the vehicles and make suitable
arrangements if they run a fever or have any influenza symptoms. School and parents will be
immediately informed.

Students and school staff should pay heéd to the following:

Keep hands clean and wash hands properly. Alcohol-based hand rub is also effective when
hands are not visibly soiled.

Avoid touching eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way.

Wash hands with liquid soap promptly if they are contaminated by respiratory tract secretions,
e.g. after sneezing or coughing.

Cover mouth and nose with handkerchief or tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.

No spitting. Always wrap nasal and mouth discharge with tissue paper, and dispose of the
tissue paper properly in a lidded rubbish bin.

Wear mask when symptoms of respiratory tract inflection or fever develop. Seek medical
advice promptly.

Refrain from school if you develop symptoms of influenza.

It is incumbent upon all of us to prevent the spread of communicable diseases. To safeguard

students’ health, parents are urged to maintain a hygienic household, and co-operate with us by



reminding students to observe personal hygiene and keep the school hygienic. Parents are kindly
requested to take the following measures:

e  Before sending children to school, measure their body temperature, record the reading and
sign the temperature record sheet, which will be checked by their class teachers every day.
Oral temperature below 37.5 °C / ear temperature below 38 °C is considered within the
normal body temperature range.

e  Provide children with handkerchiefs or tissue papers and remind them not to share towels or
tissue papers with others.

e Do not send children to school if they have fever. Keep them at home until symptoms have
improved and fever has subsided. Then, take rest for at least 2 more days before returning to
school. In case of any students being absent due to sickness, we would provide learning
support for them as far as possible so that their learning progress would not be affected.

o Inform school immediately if children are sick or have been admitted to hospital for
surveillance.

e  Co-operate with us by picking up children not feeling well from school and consulting the
doctor immediately. ‘

Parents can contact our school for enquiries and visit the web site (http://www.chp.gov.hk) of
the Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health for more information about the
prevention of communicable diseases.

Thank you for your kind attention and cooperation.

Yours sincerely, -

(s G, 802

G. W, Au

Principal
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