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Core Values of Catholic Education
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Truth: It is what the human intellect 1is searching for.
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Human reason’ s capacity for truth must be upheld, and the
desire for truth, especially the truth about God and about the
meaning of life, must always be encouraged and kept alive.
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Wisdom, which enables a person to distinguish right from wrong,

and good from evil, must be treasured above all other kinds of
knowledge.
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Honesty demands that a person tell the truth and put it into
practice, even at the cost of making a great sacrifice.
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Justice: It 1s the moral virtue that consists of a constant and resolute
will to give to God and one’ s neighbours their due.
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Justice towards God is called the virtue of religion” ; and
justice towards one’ s neighbours disposes one to respect the
rights of others and to establish in human relationships the
harmony that promotes equity with regard to individual persons
and to the common good.
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Human dignity can be protected and promoted, and the wellbeing of
society can be achieved, only 1f human rights are respected and
individuals undertake their responsibilities for one another, for
their own families, and for society.
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Love: It 1s the greatest of all virtues.

(a) RARAEREEFLDAR O ARANTRETFF o DL IR AR S AT
Lo FAH XA K AR | o APk 4 B#E—JJ'}—«P\A}/"%J.ETW‘%’M » XA A g

’ﬁ?\__l— ,I/E»-kr'?uﬁlv'&;-f{%k-ﬁ}'; Eomt’f"ko
God, the source of life and goodness, has created everything out of
love, and has called the whole human family to be His children. As a
member of God’ s family, one’ s goals in life are to share God s
happiness, to love God above all things and love one’ s neighbours as
brothers and sisters.
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Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour of humankind, 1s the model of
selfless love and humble service to others.
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The practice of all the virtues is to be inspired and motivated by love,
so that all aspects of human life and interpersonal relationship may be
bound together in perfect harmony.
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Love surpasses the strict measure of justice and urges one to care for
the poor and the needy, and to make a preferential option for the
underprivileged and marginalized in society.
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Life: It 1s a priceless gift from God and i1s sacred in i1tself.
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Every human person is created in the image of God and has the
right to life, which must be respected from i1ts conception to
1ts natural end.
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In the spirit of the “Beatitudes” as taught in the Gospel, the
tribulations and adversities in life are to be faced with
serenity and hope.
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Every person i1s entitled to have whatever is necessary for a
decent and dignified existence.
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Only a society which respects human life can bring happiness to
il
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Family: It is the basic unit of society.
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Only pure love, the unreserved mutual self-giving between husband and wife,
1s truly gratifying; a happy, wholesome marriage is prepared by the
practice of the virtue of chastity and sustained by fidelity and an
indissoluble, lifelong commitment.
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Inasmuch as sex 1s an integral part of conjugal life and has i1ts own
dignity, a balanced sex education must follow a holistic and in-depth
approach, with emphasis on the virtues of self-discipline and mutual
respect between a man and a woman.
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Marriage 1s the foundation of a family; an intact and united family 1s a
permanent support for husband and wife, and for parents and children, in
achieving their goals in life; an intact and united family is likewise a
most favourable setting for the upbringing of children and young people,
and a necessary condition for the wellbeing of human society.
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Core Values of
Catholic Education

The Catholic Church has been
contributing positively to the civilization
of mankind. One approach is to provide
all-round holistic education, through
schools of all levels and universities, for
the pursuit of true happiness in life.

The Catholic Church in Hong Kong has
endeavoured to provide education for well
over a century. Catholic schools have
fostered the holistic growth of students by
upholding the truth, by championing
justice, by practising the virtue of charity,
by valuing life dearly and by reinforcing
the family values. They have developed
students’full potential to contribute to the
betterment of Hong Kong society.

The Catholic Church views education as a
mission, not an occupation, and the school
as an organic community filled with love
and vitality, not an institution. Staff of
Catholic schools are always willing to
fulfil their calling as shepherds and
faithful stewards.

To accomplish their mission, Catholic
schools guide their students in developing
a moral outlook on life in accordance with
the teachings of the Gospel of Christ and
the essence of the traditional Chinese
culture. They nurture their students to be
wholesome in body, mind and soul, to
have good taste and to dare to innovate, to
love others as themselves, and to be good
citizens for life, capable of discerning
right and wrong and showing moral
courage.

In this light, Catholic schools place
great emphasis on nurturing students
in such a way that they will:

# pursue and embrace truth with fervour;

# uphold justice before God and in their
community, to advance the common
good;

% model themselves on Christ, love
others as themselves and care for the
needy and the vulnerable;

® affirm the supreme value of life, living
out its full meaning;

# honour their parents, love and respect
their spouse and foster filial harmony in
the family.
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